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Kafka Project Summary 
The Kafka Project at San Diego State University is the official international search for the lost writings of 20th century literary giant Franz Kafka. These 35 letters and 20 notebooks were stolen by the Nazis from his last companion, Dora Diamant in 1933.  Two prior searches, conducted in the 1930s and 1950s by Max Brod and other Kafka friends and scholars, led, fruitlessly, to the Berlin Wall and beyond the Iron Curtain. Today, the missing work is more valuable than ever. Crucially, only a few months remain to uncover this literary treasure. As Nazi-era archives are being catalogued and opened, on-site archivists and researchers must be made aware of the missing material in order for it to be identified and properly reclaimed.   

            The Kafka Project established its international credibility in 1998. Research conducted in Berlin yielded profoundly valuable lost Kafka-related papers and photographs, including three original Kafka letters as well as other personal possessions. The research resulted in the publication of Dora Diamant's first biography: Kafka's Last Love, written by Kafka Project Director Kathi Diamant and published by Basic Books in the U.S. in 2003 as well as in the U.K., France, Spain, China, Russia (2009) and Brazil (2010).  Obviously, an enormous audience eagerly awaits the delivery of additional Kafka material.

          After targeted planning, the Kafka Project's 2008 Eastern European Research Project picks up the paper trail uncovered during earlier searches, mere months before the opportunity to secure Kafka’s legacy is destroyed.  As scholars and researchers, Kafka Project staff are soliciting underwriters and financial business partners in this critical and long-awaited quest. The bare-bones budget for the Kafka Project research in Eastern Europe is $37,000. This includes personnel, transportation, lodging, administrative and translation costs.  ###
