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FINAL REPORT: RESEARCH IN EASTERN EUROPE SUMMER 2008: 
June 15-July 25, 2008 in Czech Republic, Germany and Poland
Submitted by Kathi Diamant, Director, Kafka Project, San Diego State University

RESULTS SUMMARY IN ONE WORD: SUCCESS
The mission of the Kafka Project’s 2008 research in Eastern Europe was threefold: 

1. To establish the existence and location of Captured German Documents in Silesia 

2. To alert the media, especially the research and archival community about the search for the lost work of writer Franz Kafka and the possibility of its recovery

3. To verify the safekeeping of  archive collections in which Kafka’s missing papers may remain hidden  

During our six weeks in the Czech Republic, Germany and Poland, we accomplished all of our goals, and had a magical time filled with coincidences and amazing connections. Taking one step after the next, and waiting for the next step to appear, we did everything we set out to do.   

· We established that the Captured German Documents not only exist today in Poland, but originally had been in the very location (Katowice, Poland) of Silesia where we were. The papers reportedly have since been divided and taken to other cities, including Warsaw, and at National Archive branches throughout Poland. 
· Through new contacts with professors at the University of Silesia and lead administrators, directors and librarians at the Library of Silesia, the Kafka Project ALERT was sent in an official circular memo to every library in Poland, including private, university and public institutions. The Kafka Project ALERT was translated into Polish; it identifies the missing material with instructions on what to do if it is found. The ALERT is attached at the end of this report. 

· The Kafka Project was received with great media interest, resulting in six articles in leading Czech magazines, newspapers, and in three radio broadcasts translated into French and Czech. Copies are attached at the end of this report.
· We identified high-ranking diplomats, academics and organizations associated with extremely sensitive issue of Captured German Documents, and have made initial contact. With the support of these individuals, we have every reason to continue the search, as we were encouraged to do every step of the way. 
THE BAD NEWS

Due to budget considerations and time constraints, we couldn’t do everything we wanted. 

Plans for the video documentary of the search had to be put on hold, pending grants or a miracle. Because the archives and libraries in Poland were closed until August, we weren’t able to follow up in Poland with the National Archives in Warsaw and Wroclaw, as well as with the Institute for National Remembrance.  These tasks remain to be done. 
Also: the issue of Captured German Documents is highly sensitive and secretive, with financial fortunes at stake. Germany wants these documents back (they were deposited in Poland for safekeeping by the German Army in the 1940s) but Germany has documents that Poland wants returned. At this juncture, neither side is budging, and nothing is being done to further inventory or catalogue what is still being hidden from public view. The good side of this is that these documents are quite valuable and are supposedly very carefully safeguarded. 
BETTER NEWS
During our research, international headline broke the news of the discovery of lost Kafka papers in Tel Aviv. In the ensuing scramble to find a proper home for this collection, Kafka scholars chimed in from Germany and England, proclaiming the incalculable value of Kafka’s missing writings. Whether the Brod collection reveals anything new about Kafka remains to be seen, but there is no doubt that the Kafka Project will benefit from the eventual sale and opening of the archive. 

Staffing and Personnel

The Kafka Project includes the founder and director Kathi Diamant, Adjunct Professor at San Diego State University, who has conducted independent research on the mystery of Kafka’s last love since 1985. Diamant is author of Kafka’s Last Love: The Mystery of Dora Diamant, published in the US, UK and in translation in Spain, France, China, and soon in Russia and Brazil. Two veterans of the Kafka Project Berlin Research are Byron La Due serves as IT Communications/ Research Assistant/ Photographer and  Trudi Diamant, who will join the research for 10 days as Production Coordinator for the tour and documentary footage. Translators and research assistants will be hired as needed in Poland and the Czech Republic.  An international Advisory Committee steers in Kafka Project. Members include Prof Emeritus Kathleen Jones, SDSU, Bonnie Klein, Federal Library and Information Center of the US Library of Congress, Yoram Mayorek, former Director of the Central Zionist Archives, Timothy Rodgers, Former Director of Western Manuscripts, Bodleian Library, Oxford University, Dr. Hans Koch, Kafka Critical Edition, Bergische University of Wuppertal, Germany. 
Franz Kafka’s missing writings hold international literary significance. The discovery of the unpublished, unknown contents of Kafka’s last notebooks and letters, written during the last and most intense period of his life, would provide new evidence to understand one of the shapers of 20th century consciousness. 
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